THE LANGUAGE AND ITS SPEAKERS 


Martu Wangka means 'Aboriginal language'. It is a term often used to refer to the 
language spoken by the Martu 'Aborigines' in the Jigalong area of Western Australia, 
where the two main dialects distinguished are Manyjilyjarra and Kartujarra. (Warnman 
and Putijarra are also languages represented at Jigalong, but require separate treatment.) 
Martu Wangka or a closely related dialect is spoken by some 800-1,000 people in and 
around the Gibson and Great Sandy Desert area of Western Australia. The communities 
where a significant number of Martu Wangka speakers live are Jigalong, Parnngurr, 
Punmu, Purntawari, Newman and Nullagine. 

Martu Wangka is a strong language. It is used daily in all aspects of living. It is the first 
language of the Aboriginal children in the communities listed above. A number of 
English words continue to be incorporated into Martu Wangka, but these words are 
completely adapted to the sounds of Martu Wangka. Martu Wangka language 
maintenance is a concern of the schools at Jigalong, Punmu and Parnngurr and an 
increasing number of materials are being produced in the language in these schools. As 
with all languages, changes are taking place in Martu Wangka. For example, some 
paired-kinship terminology is seldom used by young adults. However, there is a strong 
drive by the Martu to maintain their traditional culture, with language a major focus of 
that maintenance. 
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